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From the Editor’s Desk

This volume of the International Journal of Cultural Studies and Social
Sciences begins with Antony Johae’s incisive and in-depth commentary
on William Blake’s Songs of Innocence and of Experience in which he
studies several poems like /nfant Joy and The Chimney Sweeper and gives
his views on Energy as portrayed by Blake in Marriage of Heaven and
Hell.

Sarah O’Brien, Program Leader Performing Arts, School of Design,
Culture and the Arts, Teesside University, explores with great insight the
eminent 20 century French novelist Georges Perec’s idea of ‘endotic
anthroplogy’ opposed to our use of the ‘exotic’ and related Postmodern
concepts and ideas.

Coming back to Bengal, Manisha Sarkar studies eminent filmmaker
Ritwik Ghatak’s trilogy of films Meghe Dhake Tara (The Cloud Capped
Sear), Komal Gandhar (4 Soft Note on A Sharp Scale), and Subarnarekha
(The Golden Line) in the context of the Partition of India and the issues
and problems which it created in the lives of the people in both East and
West Bengal in 1947. She also deftly highlights Ghatak’s use of music
in his films specially Rabindra Sangeet and how the triumph of optimism
was the keynote of Ghatak’s filmic achievement.

Swati Banerjee comments on the adaptation of a portion of William
Shakespeare’s play Othello in the Bengali film Saptapadi to reveal how
it differs from Shakespeare’s original in terms of dialogue used and the
theatrics of Utpal Dutt and Jennifer Kendal in the famous scene.

Mahuya Bhaumik has provided thoughtful insights into Rabindranath
Tagore’s dance drama Chandalika and the realization by a low - caste
chandal girl that she is a human being like others. She has also illuminated
the use of multiple Tagore songs in the work and how it builds the ethos
of the play. ' :

Eminent dance personality and Professor of English Souraja Tagore’s
work on Tracing the Mother-Child relationship in Rabindranath Tagore’s
English translation of The Crescent Moon throws light on the universal
relationship and bond shared by a mother and child all over the world
through the ages. The essential lucidity and free flowing nature of Tagore’s

(i)
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verse is well examined and her learned forays into child psychology makes
her essay a substantial contribution to Tagore studies.

Research scholar Indranil Ghosh presents his views on the several
translations and adaptations of Mahasweta Devi’s novel Mother of 1084.
The translation made by Samik Bandopadhyay in 1986 into an English
play and Shyamanad Jalan’s 1978 Hindi production of Hajar Chaurasi Ki
Ma constitute Ghosh’s main focus. Shubhendu Sekhar Naskar has penned
an insightful note on the tragic plight of the Dalit lives as portrayed by
Mulk Raj Anand in Untouchable. The vicious evils of casteism and
oppression of the lower classes prevalent in pre-Independence India is
thrown light in this paper.

Madhumita Majumdar takes on the several adaptations of William
Shakespeare’s plays into the Parsee theatre and reveals how they
significantly differ from the original version. Her paper focuses on the
adaptations made between 1850 and 1930 in the Parsee theatre houses in
India mainly in Bombay. Debaditya Mukhopadhyay’s Finding Autumn
in Tollywood Through Hamlet: A Study of Awnjan Dutta’s Hemanta
documents the current Bengali filmmaker Anjan Dutta’s adaptation of
William Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Prince of Denmark and his eternal tragedy
to the locale of the current Bengali film industry - Tollywood. The evils
and corruption present among the members of the film society of Tollywood
and the portrait of Hemanta as the Bengali Hamlet form the main crux of
the piece.

Eminent research scholar Tapu Biswas is widely regarded as an authoritative
voice on Badal Sircar because of his pioneering insights on Sircar’s life and
works. He has written here on the Hindi translation and adaptations of
Sircar’s seminal play Pagla Ghoda or Wild Horse and commented on the
philosophy expressed in it as also on its theatrical history. '

R. K. Ashalata Devi, Professor of English of Manipur University, focuses
on the neo-colonial elites as presented by Nigerian author Chinua Achebe
in his famous novel No Longer At Ease. She has pointedly revealed the
wide disparities between the Europeans and the Africans in the 19' century.

Pratima Das who is renowned for her several translations of Shakespeare
from English to Hindi has translated Indian English poet Adil Jussawala’s
poems into Hindi for the first time in India.

Happy Reading. :
Amitava Roy and Ronan Paterson
For the Editors.
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