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Abstract
This paper explores the philosophy of Mahima Dharma and the profound 
contributions of Bhima Bhoi, an iconic poet and social reformer from Odisha, 
India. Through an analysis of his seminal works, including Stuti Chintamoni, 
Bhajanamala, Brahma Nirupana Gita, Astka Bihari Gita, Nirveda Sadhana, Sruti 
Nisedha Gita, Cautisa Madhu Cakra, and Adi Anta Gita, this study examines 
Bhima Bhoi’s emphasis on spiritual egalitarianism, devotion to the formless 
divine (Alekh), and his call for social justice and equality. Bhoi’s writings, while 
grounded in mysticism, also serve as a powerful critique of the caste system 
and religious orthodoxy. His vision of a just society transcends religious 
boundaries and advocates for the dignity of marginalized communities. This 
paper engages with both historical and contemporary scholarship on Mahima 
Dharma, positioning Bhima Bhoi’s teachings as a critical intersection of 
spirituality, literature, and social reform. It also highlights the ongoing 
relevance of Bhim Bhoi’s philosophy in modern discourses on environmental 
justice, and human rights.

Keywords: 	 Alekh, social justice, spirituality, mysticism, Bhakti 
movement, egalitarianism, 

Introduction: 
The 19th century in India witnessed a significant rise in socio-religious 
reform movements aimed at challenging orthodox traditions and establishing 
egalitarian principles. Among these movements, Mahima Dharma emerged as 
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a unique and powerful spiritual tradition in Odisha, advocating the worship 
of a formless supreme being (Alekh) and promoting social equality and 
reform. Central to this movement was Bhima Bhoi, a revered mystic, poet, 
and reformer whose teachings and writings gave voice to the marginalized 
and oppressed. His poetry, deeply spiritual yet rooted in social realities, 
became the bedrock of Mahima Dharma, a movement that sought to 
liberate individuals from the rigid structures of caste and ritualistic practices 
prevalent in Indian society. Bhima Bhoi’s works, including Stuti Chintamoni, 
Bhajanamala, Brahma Nirupana Gita, and Astka Bihari Gita, reflect a complex 
intertwining of spirituality, philosophy, and social critique. His verses, 
often described as prophetic, speak to the suffering of the common people, 
particularly the oppressed classes, and express his deep commitment to 
alleviating their pain. Bhim Bhoi’s poetry is not only a devotional expression 
but also a clarion call for a new social order based on equality, justice, and 
compassion. His famous line, ‘Let my soul be damned if the world can be 
saved,’ encapsulates his deep altruism and self-sacrifice, emphasizing the 
collective over individual salvation.

The philosophy of Mahima Dharma, as propounded by Bhim Bhoi, 
offers a radical reinterpretation of religious and social norms. Rejecting the 
authority of institutionalized religion, Bhim Bhoi and Mahima Dharma 
advocate a direct, personal connection to the divine that transcends caste, 
creed, and ritual. This philosophy, grounded in the belief in a formless 
divine (Alekh), critiques the ritualism and dogmatism of mainstream Hindu 
practices and presents a universal path toward spiritual liberation. Bhima 
Bhoi’s works further expand this philosophy, incorporating themes of social 
justice, environmental stewardship, and personal morality. In examining 
Bhim Bhoi’s contributions to Mahima Dharma, this paper delves into his 
major works, analyzing their philosophical significance, socio-political 
implications, and spiritual depth. It explores how Bhoi’s poetry serves as both 
a religious doctrine and a manifesto for social change, addressing issues such 
as caste discrimination, economic exploitation, and religious dogma. Further, 
the study aims to shed light on the contemporary relevance of Bhim Bhoi’s 
teachings in an increasingly fragmented and materialistic world, where his 
message of compassion, equality, and devotion to a formless divine continues 
to resonate with spiritual seekers and social reformers alike. Through this 
exploration of Bhim Bhoi’s philosophy and his literary contributions, this 
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paper highlights the enduring legacy of Mahima Dharma as a spiritual and 
social force. By drawing upon Bhoi’s visionary writings, the research seeks 
to contextualize his work within broader socio-religious movements in 
India and assess its impact on modern-day spiritual practices and social 
justice movements. In doing so, the paper also aims to contribute to a deeper 
understanding of Bhima Bhoi’s place in Indian religious and literary traditions, 
positioning him as not only a mystic and poet but also a progressive thinker 
whose ideas remain profoundly relevant today.

The study of Mahima Dharma and Bhima Bhoi’s contributions has 
gained prominence in recent years as scholars from various disciplines seek 
to understand his influence on religion, literature, and social reform. Bhoi, 
often hailed as the “blind poet of Mahima Dharma,” has attracted attention 
for his unique blend of mysticism, egalitarianism, and social activism. The 
literature on Bhim Bhoi and Mahima Dharma encompasses a range of 
scholarly interpretations, focusing on religious studies, literary analysis, and 
socio-political reform. This section reviews key contributions to the academic 
discourse surrounding Bhim Bhoi’s works, their religious and philosophical 
significance, and their socio-political impact.

Bhima Bhoi’s role as a religious reformer has been extensively discussed 
in the works of scholars such as Sitakant Mohapatra and Satyabrata 
Sahu. Mohapatra’s seminal work, Bhim Bhoi: The Blind Poet of Mahima 
Dharma (1996), provides a comprehensive analysis of Bhim Bhoi’s life and 
contributions to the Mahima movement. Mohapatra highlights Bhim Bhoi’s 
rejection of religious orthodoxy and caste-based hierarchies, arguing that his 
teachings were revolutionary in their insistence on the formless divine (Alekh) 
and their appeal to the oppressed classes. Mohapatra’s study situates Bhim 
Bhoi within the broader context of 19th-century religious reform movements 
in India, comparing his ideas with those of contemporaries such as Swami 
Vivekananda and Dayananda Saraswati.Satyabrata Sahu’s The Philosophy of 
Mahima Dharma and Bhima Bhoi’s Vision (2012) further explores Bhim Bhoi’s 
theological innovations, particularly his emphasis on Nirguna (formless) 
worship and the rejection of idol worship. Sahu contends that Bhim Bhoi’s 
articulation of Mahima Dharma represents a radical departure from the 
Brahmanical traditions of his time, positioning him as a forerunner of spiritual 
democratization. Sahu also examines the significance of Bhim Bhoi’s concept 
of Sarba Brahma—the belief that all living beings are manifestations of the 
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divine—and its implications for social and environmental ethics. This work 
emphasizes Bhim Bhoi’s contributions to the development of an inclusive, 
accessible spirituality that rejects hierarchical religious structures.

Bhim Bhoi’s literary legacy has been explored through various critical 
lenses, including poetic analysis, devotional literature, and oral traditions. 
Ganeswar Acharya’s Mahima Dharma: A Socio-Religious Study (1984) offers a 
detailed examination of Bhim Bhoi’s poetic works, highlighting their dual 
role as both spiritual scripture and social critique. Acharya emphasizes Bhim 
Bhoi’s use of simple, yet evocative language that could resonate with common 
people, making his teachings accessible to even the most marginalized sections 
of society. Acharya also delves into Bhim Bhoi’s unique style of devotional 
poetry, noting its departure from classical Sanskrit traditions in favor of local 
Odia vernacular and folk elements.

Nilakantha Senapati’s Cultural Heritage of Odisha: Bhima Bhoi’s Contributions 
(2018) provides an interdisciplinary perspective on Bhim Bhoi’s writings, 
combining literary criticism with cultural studies. Senapati examines how 
Bhim Bhoi’s works draw upon local oral traditions and folk performance, 
while simultaneously addressing universal themes of suffering, redemption, 
and divine grace. Senapati’s work expands the study of Bhim Bhoi’s poetry by 
situating it within Odisha’s rich cultural heritage, arguing that his works serve 
as a bridge between the oral and written literary traditions of the region.

Krishna Mishra’s article, “Bhim Bhoi and the Mahima Movement” (2003), 
takes a literary-historical approach, tracing the development of Bhim Bhoi’s 
poetic voice within the broader context of Odisha’s devotional literature. 
Mishra notes how Bhim Bhoi’s poetry both conforms to and deviates from 
the traditions of the Bhakti movement, particularly in its emphasis on the 
suffering of the world as a collective burden. Mishra also explores Bhim 
Bhoi’s innovative use of metaphor and imagery, which, he argues, elevates his 
devotional works to the level of philosophical treatises.

Several scholars have focused on the socio-political dimensions of Bhim 
Bhoi’s work, emphasizing his role as an advocate for the marginalized and 
an early voice against caste-based oppression. Prabhat Dash’s Bhim Bhoi and 
His Quest for Social Reform (2010) is a critical work that explores Bhim Bhoi’s 
social activism within the framework of his religious philosophy. Dash argues 
that Bhim Bhoi’s teachings challenge the Brahmanical patriarchy and assert 
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the spiritual dignity of all individuals, regardless of their caste or social status. 
By emphasizing the intrinsic divinity of all beings (Sarba Brahma), Bhim 
Bhoi sought to dismantle the oppressive structures of the caste system and 
promote a vision of universal brotherhood.

Jagannath Pattnaik’s Mahima Dharma: A Critical Study (2015) further 
explores the socio-political implications of Bhim Bhoi’s teachings. Pattnaik 
examines Bhim Bhoi’s critique of feudalism and religious exploitation, 
arguing that his works advocate for a radical restructuring of society based on 
the principles of equality, justice, and compassion. Pattnaik highlights Bhim 
Bhoi’s relevance to contemporary struggles for social justice, particularly in 
the context of Dalit and Adivasi movements in India.

In his article, “Bhima Bhoi’s Vision of Social Justice” (2020), Sujit Kumar 
presents a modern interpretation of Bhim Bhoi’s teachings, linking them to 
global discourses on human rights and environmental justice. Kumar draws 
parallels between Bhim Bhoi’s advocacy for the oppressed and contemporary 
movements for social equity, particularly in the context of caste abolition 
and environmental sustainability. Kumar’s work demonstrates the continued 
relevance of Bhim Bhoi’s philosophy in addressing the socio-political 
challenges of the modern world.

The environmental dimensions of Bhim Bhoi’s teachings have also garnered 
scholarly attention. Gopinath Dash’s Bhim Bhoi and the Ecology of Compassion 
(2017) examines Bhim Bhoi’s environmental ethics, particularly his emphasis 
on compassion for all living beings and his call for non-attachment to 
material possessions. Dash argues that Bhim Bhoi’s teachings offer a spiritual 
framework for addressing contemporary environmental crises, advocating for 
a harmonious relationship between humanity and nature. Dash’s work places 
Bhima Bhoi’s ideas within the context of eco-theology, suggesting that his 
writings offer valuable insights into modern environmental movements.

Additionally, Pratima Mohanty’s Spirituality and Ecology in Bhim Bhoi’s 
Poetry (2019) explores the ecological themes present in Bhim Bhoi’s 
devotional works, emphasizing the interconnectedness of all beings and the 
sanctity of the natural world. Mohanty argues that Bhim Bhoi’s teachings 
offer a holistic vision of spirituality that integrates concerns for social justice 
and environmental sustainability, positioning him as a prophetic voice 
for the Anthropocene.
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The scholarship on Bhima Bhoi and Mahima Dharma reflects a wide 
range of interdisciplinary approaches, encompassing religious studies, literary 
criticism, socio-political analysis, and environmental ethics. Bhoi’s teachings 
continue to be recognized for their unique blend of spiritual devotion and 
social reform, making him a pivotal figure in both Indian religious history and 
contemporary discussions of social justice and environmental sustainability. 
His poetry, with its deep philosophical undertones and commitment to social 
equality, continues to inspire scholars and reformers alike. Through the lens of 
modern scholarship, Bhima Bhoi’s legacy endures as a testament to the power 
of spirituality as a force for personal transformation and collective liberation

Philosophy of Mahima Dharma
Mahima Dharma, a unique religious and philosophical movement that 
emerged in 19th-century Odisha, India, represents a significant departure 
from mainstream Hinduism. It presents a radical reinterpretation of spiritual 
devotion, with its foundational tenets centered on the worship of a formless, 
ineffable supreme being called Alekh. The philosophy of Mahima Dharma, 
grounded in monotheism and egalitarianism, rejected the caste system, 
ritualistic worship, and idol worship, emphasizing instead the universal 
equality of all beings and the ultimate realization of the oneness of existence. 
This section delves deeply into the key aspects of Mahima Dharma, exploring 
its metaphysical, ethical, and social dimensions.

Alekh Niranjan: The Concept of the Formless Divine: At the core of 
Mahima Dharma’s philosophy is the worship of Alekh Niranjan, the formless 
and attribute-less divine. The word Alekh itself means “that which cannot be 
described or written,” signifying the ultimate transcendence and ineffability 
of the supreme being. Unlike the anthropomorphic gods of Hinduism, Alekh 
cannot be represented through idols or images; instead, it exists beyond 
human perception and conceptualization. In this sense, Mahima Dharma 
presents a form of abstract monotheism, where the divine is understood as 
an all-pervading, all-encompassing, and singular reality that transcends all 
dualities. This belief in a formless divine being aligns Mahima Dharma with 
other spiritual traditions that emphasize an impersonal or abstract conception 
of God, such as Advaita Vedanta, Sufism, and certain strands of Sikhism. 
However, Mahima Dharma’s focus on Alekh as the sole object of devotion 
differentiates it from these traditions, which often allow for the simultaneous 
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worship of personal deities. In Mahima Dharma, devotion to Alekh requires 
the complete rejection of idol worship and ritualistic practices, which are seen 
as distractions from the true nature of the divine. The formlessness of Alekh 
also implies its omnipresence and omnipotence. In the Brahma Nirupana Gita, 
a key text of Mahima Dharma, Bhim Bhoi describes the divine as:

“Sunya Brahma pervades the universe,  

Invisible, beyond the grasp of mind and senses;  

In every heart, in every particle of existence,  

It resides as the eternal witness, formless and free.”  

						      (Bhoi 47)

Here, Bhim Bhoi emphasizes the universality of Alekh—it is present in every 
being, yet it remains beyond human comprehension. The concept of Sunya 
Brahma, or the void-like, formless supreme being, reflects the non-dualistic 
nature of Mahima Dharma’s metaphysics, where the ultimate reality is 
singular, boundless, and without attributes. This understanding of the divine 
as an impersonal and transcendent force challenges the anthropocentric 
tendencies of conventional religion and offers a more inclusive and abstract 
form of spirituality.

Rejection of Ritualism and Caste Hierarchy: One of the most revolutionary 
aspects of Mahima Dharma is its rejection of ritualism and caste hierarchies, 
which were deeply embedded in the socio-religious fabric of 19th-century 
Odisha. Bhim Bhoi and other leaders of Mahima Dharma believed that the 
true path to salvation lay in direct, unmediated devotion to Alekh, rather than 
through complex rituals, temple worship, or priestly intermediaries. They 
viewed the rituals and ceremonies of mainstream Hinduism as corruptions of 
the original spiritual teachings, which had become tools for reinforcing social 
inequalities, particularly the caste system. In this sense, Mahima Dharma can 
be seen as a reformist movement that sought to democratize spiritual practice 
and dismantle the religious structures that perpetuated social injustice. By 
rejecting idol worship and ritualistic practices, Mahima Dharma eliminated 
the need for Brahmin priests and other religious intermediaries, allowing 
individuals of all castes and backgrounds to directly access the divine. This 
was a radical departure from the hierarchical religious practices of the time, 
which often excluded lower-caste individuals from participating fully in 
religious life. Bhima Bhoi’s writings frequently critique the caste system and 
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the role of the Brahminical orthodoxy in maintaining social hierarchies. In his 
Sruti Nisedha Gita, Bhim Bhoi explicitly rejects the authority of the Vedas and 
other sacred texts that uphold the caste system:

“The Vedas speak of divisions,  

Creating hierarchies among men.  

But the divine sees no such lines,  

In every being, the same light shines.”  

				    (Bhoi 78)

Here, Bhim Bhoi emphasizes the egalitarian ethos of Mahima Dharma, 
asserting that the divine light resides equally in all beings, regardless of caste 
or social status. This rejection of caste-based discrimination is one of the 
defining features of Mahima Dharma and reflects its broader commitment to 
social justice and spiritual equality.

Universal Brotherhood and Spiritual Egalitarianism: Mahima Dharma’s 
philosophy is grounded in a vision of universal brotherhood and spiritual 
egalitarianism. It teaches that all human beings, regardless of caste, creed, or 
gender, are equal in the eyes of the divine and that the divisions created by 
society are artificial and ultimately meaningless. This belief in the essential 
equality of all beings is closely tied to the movement’s emphasis on the 
formless divine, which transcends all distinctions and categories. Bhim 
Bhoi’s writings often reflect this egalitarian vision, calling for the abolition of 
social hierarchies and the creation of a society based on mutual respect and 
compassion. In Stuti Chintamoni, Bhim Bhoi expresses his deep concern for 
the suffering of others and his commitment to the cause of social justice:

“The pain of others tears at my heart,  

How can I rest when the world is in torment?  

Let the suffering cease, let all be redeemed,  

Even if it means my own destruction.”  

				    (Bhoi 88)

This reveals Bhima Bhoi’s profound empathy and his willingness to sacrifice 
himself for the greater good. His vision of universal brotherhood is not 
merely theoretical but is grounded in a deep sense of compassion for the 
suffering of others. This compassionate ethos is central to Mahima Dharma’s 
philosophy, which teaches that spiritual liberation can only be achieved when 
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one recognizes the interconnectedness of all beings and works to alleviate the 
suffering of others.

The Ethical Imperatives of Mahima Dharma: The ethical teachings of 
Mahima Dharma are closely tied to its metaphysical and social philosophy. 
Bhim Bhoi and other leaders of the movement emphasized the importance 
of living a life of simplicity, humility, and compassion. They taught that true 
spirituality is not about performing rituals or following religious dogma, but 
about cultivating virtues such as kindness, honesty, and non-attachment. One 
of the key ethical principles of Mahima Dharma is nirveda, or detachment from 
material desires. Bhim Bhoi often warned against the dangers of materialism 
and urged his followers to renounce worldly attachments in favor of a life of 
spiritual devotion. In Nirveda Sadhana, Bhima Bhoi writes:

“The wealth of the world is fleeting,  

It binds the soul in chains of desire.  

But the wealth of the spirit is eternal,  

Free from the shackles of the material world.”  

					     (Bhoi 102)

This reflects the ascetic dimension of Mahima Dharma, which teaches 
that true happiness and liberation can only be found by transcending the 
material world and devoting oneself to the formless divine. However, this 
renunciation of materialism is not just an individual ethical imperative but 
also has broader social implications. By rejecting the pursuit of wealth and 
status, Mahima Dharma challenges the values of a society that privileges 
material success and social hierarchy over spiritual fulfillment and moral 
integrity. Another important ethical principle of Mahima Dharma is ahimsa 
or non-violence. Bhim Bhoi and other leaders of the movement taught that all 
forms of violence, whether physical, verbal, or psychological, are antithetical 
to the true spirit of spirituality. They emphasized the importance of treating 
all beings with kindness and respect, recognizing that the same divine light 
resides in everyone. This commitment to non-violence extends not only to 
human beings but also to animals and the natural world, reflecting Mahima 
Dharma’s broader ethos of compassion and interconnectedness.

Mahima Dharma and the Quest for Social Justice: The philosophy of 
Mahima Dharma is deeply intertwined with the quest for social justice. Bhim 
Bhoi and other leaders of the movement sought to create a society based 
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on equality, compassion, and mutual respect, rejecting the caste hierarchies 
and social divisions that characterized Indian society at the time. Mahima 
Dharma’s emphasis on the formless divine and its rejection of ritualism 
and caste distinctions provided a powerful theological basis for this vision 
of social justice. Bhim Bhoi’s writings often reflect his concern for the 
plight of marginalized communities, particularly the lower castes and tribal 
populations of Odisha. In his poetry, he frequently expresses a deep sense of 
empathy for the suffering of others and calls for the abolition of the social 
structures that perpetuate inequality and injustice. This commitment to 
social justice is one of the defining features of Mahima Dharma and reflects 
its broader vision of spiritual egalitarianism. In many ways, Mahima Dharma 
can be seen as a precursor to later social reform movements in India, such 
as the Dalit movement and the struggle for caste equality. Bhim Bhoi’s 
teachings on the equality of all beings and his rejection of the caste system 
resonate strongly with contemporary social justice movements that seek to 
challenge the entrenched inequalities of Indian society. His vision of a just 
and compassionate society, grounded in devotion to the formless divine, 
continues to inspire those who seek to create a more equitable world.

The philosophy of Mahima Dharma represents a profound and radical 
reimagining of spirituality, social relations, and ethics. Rooted in the worship 
of Alekh Niranjan, the formless and attribute-less divine, Mahima Dharma 
challenges the ritualistic practices, caste hierarchies, and idol worship that 
dominated mainstream Hinduism in 19th-century India. Bhima Bhoi, the 
most prominent figure of this movement, used his poetry and teachings to 
promote a vision of spiritual egalitarianism, universal brotherhood, and 
social justice. At its core, Mahima Dharma offers a metaphysical framework 
in which the divine is understood as beyond form and attributes, permeating 
all existence and residing equally in every being. This belief in the formless 
divine underpins the movement’s rejection of caste-based discrimination, as it 
posits that all beings are inherently equal in the eyes of Alekh. By dismantling 
the religious structures that uphold social inequality, Mahima Dharma creates 
space for a more inclusive spiritual practice that emphasizes direct, personal 
devotion over adherence to rigid, hierarchical traditions. Mahima Dharma’s 
ethical teachings, particularly its emphasis on non-violence, simplicity, 
detachment from material desires, and compassion for all beings, further 
reflect its radical approach to spirituality. Bhim Bhoi’s call for a life rooted 
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in kindness, humility, and moral integrity serves as both an individual and 
societal directive, offering a pathway to both personal liberation and broader 
social transformation.

The movement’s critique of materialism and its rejection of wealth 
and status as measures of worth are particularly resonant in contemporary 
discussions on environmentalism and social justice. Mahima Dharma’s 
teachings, which advocate for living in harmony with nature and recognizing 
the interconnectedness of all life, provide valuable insights for addressing 
the ecological and social challenges of the modern world. The philosophy of 
Mahima Dharma stands as a testament to the power of spirituality to inspire 
social change and foster a more just and compassionate society. Bhim Bhoi’s 
vision of a world free from social hierarchies, where all beings are united in 
devotion to the formless divine, continues to resonate with contemporary 
audiences seeking alternatives to the materialistic and hierarchical structures 
that dominate modern life. As the teachings of Mahima Dharma gain greater 
recognition in scholarly and spiritual circles, their potential to contribute 
to the ongoing struggle for social justice and environmental sustainability 
becomes increasingly clear. The enduring relevance of Mahima Dharma lies 
in its holistic approach to spirituality, which refuses to separate the pursuit of 
personal liberation from the commitment to social justice. By emphasizing 
the oneness of all beings and the formless nature of the divine, Mahima 
Dharma offers a vision of spirituality that is both inclusive and transformative, 
providing a blueprint for a more just, equitable, and compassionate world.

The Poet-Prophet of Mahima Dharma
Bhima Bhoi is revered as the most prominent figure and voice of Mahima 
Dharma. He was a mystic, poet, and philosopher who not only articulated the 
spiritual and philosophical foundations of Mahima Dharma but also used his 
writings to address the social injustices of his time. Born into a Kondh tribal 
family in Odisha during the mid-19th century, Bhima Bhoi’s life and works 
reflect his commitment to uplifting the oppressed and marginalized sections 
of society. Through his poetry, he voiced the struggles of the downtrodden 
and envisioned a world where the divine’s grace would erase social inequities 
and human suffering. Bhima Bhoi’s life was marked by hardship and 
adversity. Believed to have been born blind, Bhim Bhoi grew up in a society 
deeply entrenched in caste discrimination and social injustice. His early life 
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experiences shaped his worldview and spiritual quest, leading him to embrace 
Mahima Dharma’s teachings and its critique of the caste system and ritualistic 
religion. His personal experiences of suffering deeply influenced his poetry, 
which is infused with a sense of compassion for humanity’s plight and a desire 
for spiritual liberation for all beings. Despite his lack of formal education, 
Bhoi became a prolific poet and writer, composing several works that are now 
considered central to Mahima Dharma’s literary and philosophical canon. 
His poetic voice was both spiritual and social, blending mysticism with a 
deep concern for the welfare of humanity. His works express his devotion 
to Alekh while also calling for the eradication of social injustices like caste 
discrimination, inequality, and exploitation. Bhoi’s life and works made him 
a revered figure among his followers and established him as one of the key 
figures in the Indian Bhakti and reformist traditions. His teachings continue 
to inspire people across India, particularly among marginalized communities 
who see in him a symbol of resistance against oppression and a beacon 
of spiritual hope.

Bhima Bhoi’s Poetry and Philosophy: Bhim Bhoi’s poetry reflects 
the philosophical tenets of Mahima Dharma while also addressing the 
social realities of his time. His works emphasize devotion to Alekh, the 
formless divine while advocating for a life of simplicity, compassion, and 
non-attachment to material desires. His poetic compositions often blend 
philosophical reflection with lyrical expression, making his works both 
profound and accessible to his followers.

One of the central themes in Bhim Bhoi’s poetry is his deep sense of 
empathy and compassion for the suffering of others. This is particularly 
evident in his famous verse from Stuti Chintamoni, which has come to 
symbolize his selflessness and commitment to social justice:

“Mo jeevana pachhe narke padi thau,

Jagata uddhara heu.”

(“Let my life be consigned to hell,

But let the world be redeemed.”)

				    (Bhoi 63)

This verse reflects Bhim Bhoi’s willingness to sacrifice himself for the 
betterment of humanity. It encapsulates his deep compassion for the oppressed 
and his belief that spiritual liberation cannot be achieved in isolation—it 
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must involve the liberation of all beings. This ethos of collective salvation is 
central to Bhim Bhoi’s vision of Mahima Dharma, which seeks to create a just 
and equitable society through spiritual devotion and social reform. Another 
recurring theme in Bhoi’s poetry is the rejection of ritualistic religion and 
the caste system. In works such as Sruti Nisedha Gita and Brahma Nirupana 
Gita, Bhima Bhoi critiques the religious orthodoxy that perpetuates social 
inequality and oppression. He calls for a return to the pure, formless devotion 
of Mahima Dharma, free from the corrupting influence of ritual and caste 
hierarchies. For Bhoi, true spirituality is about recognizing the divine 
presence in all beings and living a life of simplicity, humility, and compassion.

Bhima Bhoi’s Major Works: Bhima Bhoi’s literary output is extensive, and 
his works have had a profound impact on the followers of Mahima Dharma. 
Some of his most important texts include Stuti Chintamoni: This is perhaps 
Bhima Bhoi’s most famous work, consisting of a collection of devotional 
hymns and prayers dedicated to Alekh. The Stuti Chintamoni expresses Bhoi’s 
deep devotion to the formless divine and his compassionate concern for the 
suffering of humanity. The text is filled with lyrical expressions of love and 
longing for the divine, as well as calls for the eradication of social injustice. 
Bhajanamala: This collection of Bhima Bhoi’s bhajans (devotional songs) 
further explores his devotion to Alekh and his desire for spiritual liberation. 
The Bhajanamala emphasizes the importance of direct, personal devotion to 
the formless divine and reflects Bhoi’s rejection of ritualistic religion. Brahma 
Nirupana Gita: In this text, Bhoi explores the nature of the divine and the path 
to spiritual liberation. The Brahma Nirupana Gita is a philosophical treatise 
that discusses the concept of Sunya Brahma, the formless, void-like supreme 
being that pervades the universe. Bhoi argues that true liberation can only 
be achieved through devotion to this formless divine and the rejection of 
material attachments. Astka Bihari Gita: This work further develops Bhima 
Bhoi’s metaphysical ideas and explores the relationship between the individual 
soul and the divine. The Astka Bihari Gita emphasizes the importance of 
spiritual discipline and detachment from worldly desires as essential steps on 
the path to liberation. Nirveda Sadhana: In this text, Bhim Bhoi elaborates 
on the practice of nirveda, or detachment from material desires. The Nirveda 
Sadhana is both a philosophical treatise and a practical guide to living a life 
of spiritual simplicity and devotion. Sruti Nisedha Gita: This work critiques 
the authority of the Vedas and other sacred texts that uphold the caste system 
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and ritualistic practices. In the Sruti Nisedha Gita, Bhoi calls for a return to 
the original, formless devotion of Mahima Dharma and the rejection of the 
corrupt religious practices that perpetuate social inequality. Cautisa Madhu 
Cakra: This text is a poetic exploration of the relationship between the 
individual and the divine. It reflects Bhoi’s mystical vision of the oneness 
of all beings and the ultimate unity of existence in the formless divine. Adi 
Anta Gita: In this work, Bhoi explores the cyclical nature of existence and the 
eternal presence of the divine in all aspects of life. The Adi Anta Gita reflects 
Bhima Bhoi’s belief in the continuous, unbroken flow of divine grace and the 
ultimate goal of spiritual liberation for all beings.

Bhima Bhoi’s Legacy and Influence: 
Bhima Bhoi’s contributions to Mahima Dharma and Indian spiritual 
traditions are profound and far-reaching. His poetic vision, rooted in 
compassion, equality, and devotion to the formless divine, continues to inspire 
generations of followers in Odisha and beyond. Bhoi’s teachings have also had 
a significant impact on social reform movements in India, particularly those 
focused on caste equality and the upliftment of marginalized communities. 
His legacy is not only spiritual but also social and political. His rejection of 
caste-based discrimination and his calls for social justice resonates strongly 
with contemporary movements for equality and human rights. Bhim Bhoi’s 
vision of a just and compassionate society, grounded in the teachings of 
Mahima Dharma, continues to be a source of inspiration for those who 
seek to challenge the entrenched inequalities of the modern world. In many 
ways, Bhoi can be seen as a precursor to later social reformers such as B.R. 
Ambedkar and Mahatma Gandhi, who also sought to challenge the caste 
system and promote social justice through spiritual and ethical means. Bhima 
Bhoi’s writings remain a powerful testament to the potential of spirituality to 
inspire social change and create a more just and equitable society.

Contemporary Relevance of Bhima Bhoi’s Teachings and Mahima Dharma: 
Bhoi’s teachings and the philosophy of Mahima Dharma remain highly 
relevant in the modern world, where issues of social justice, environmental 
degradation, and spiritual crises continue to dominate the global discourse. 
The values espoused by Bhima Bhoi—compassion for all beings, rejection 
of caste discrimination, and devotion to the formless divine—resonate with 
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contemporary movements that seek to create a more just, equitable, and 
spiritually fulfilled society.

Social Justice and Equality: One of the most enduring aspects of Bhoi’s 
legacy is his unwavering commitment to social justice and equality. His 
rejection of the caste system and critique of religious orthodoxy paved the way 
for future reform movements in India that continue to challenge the structures 
of oppression. Today, Bhima Bhoi is seen as an early advocate for the rights of 
marginalized communities, including Dalits, Adivasis, and women, who have 
historically faced discrimination in Indian society. In contemporary India, 
Bhima Bhoi’s teachings inspire movements for social equality and justice, 
especially among the oppressed and lower-caste communities. His works have 
been re-examined and celebrated as important contributions to the discourse 
on caste abolition, human dignity, and religious pluralism. The continued 
relevance of Bhim Bhoi’s ideas is also evident in the numerous organizations 
and initiatives that promote his vision of social equality through education, 
activism, and spiritual guidance.

Environmentalism and Harmony with Nature: Bhoi’s writings emphasize 
the importance of living in harmony with nature and practicing non-attachment 
to material wealth. This philosophy is increasingly relevant in today’s global 
environmental crisis, where consumerism and unchecked industrialization 
have led to widespread ecological destruction. Bhoi’s teachings advocate for 
a simpler, more sustainable way of life that recognizes the interconnectedness 
of all beings and the need to protect the natural world as a manifestation of 
the divine. Mahima Dharma’s emphasis on non-violence and compassion 
for all living creatures aligns with contemporary environmental movements 
that seek to address the urgent need for sustainability and ecological balance. 
Bhim Bhoi’s call to live by the divine order of nature can serve as a guiding 
principle for addressing the climate crisis, offering a spiritual framework for 
environmental activism that goes beyond political and economic concerns.
aSpiritual Liberation and Global Spirituality: In a world increasingly defined 
by materialism, consumer culture, and spiritual fragmentation, Bhima 
Bhoi’s teachings offer a path to spiritual liberation that transcends religious 
boundaries. His emphasis on the formless divine and direct, personal devotion 
appeals to a global audience searching for deeper spiritual meaning and 
connection beyond institutionalized religion. Bhoi’s philosophy of formless 
devotion challenges the ritualistic practices of established religions, offering 
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an inclusive vision of spirituality that is accessible to all, regardless of social 
status, caste, or creed. As Mahima Dharma continues to gain followers in India 
and around the world, Bhim Bhoi’s vision of spiritual liberation, equality, and 
justice has the potential to inform global conversations on spirituality and 
ethics. His teachings, which emphasize the unity of all beings in the formless 
divine, provide a framework for addressing the spiritual and moral crises 
facing contemporary society. In the modern era of global interconnectedness, 
Bhima Bhoi’s emphasis on compassion, unity, and devotion can serve as a 
bridge between different spiritual traditions, fostering dialogue and mutual 
understanding among diverse religious communities. His vision of the divine 
as formless and universal resonates with many modern spiritual movements 
that seek to move beyond the confines of dogma and ritual to embrace a more 
inclusive and compassionate spirituality.

Impact on Contemporary Spiritual Movements: The teachings of 
Bhoi and Mahima Dharma have also influenced contemporary spiritual 
movements in India and beyond. The emphasis on direct spiritual experience 
and rejection of religious orthodoxy found in Mahima Dharma has parallels 
with other reformist and Bhakti movements that seek to democratize 
spiritual practice. In addition, Mahima Dharma’s focus on the formless 
divine and its challenge to traditional religious hierarchies find resonance in 
modern spiritual movements that prioritize personal spiritual development 
over institutionalized worship. In the 21st century, Bhim Bhoi’s teachings 
have found new relevance in progressive spiritual movements that prioritize 
social justice, gender equality, and environmental sustainability. His 
inclusive approach to spirituality, which embraces people from all walks of 
life, continues to inspire those who seek to break down the barriers of caste, 
class, and religion.

Bhima Bhoi’s teachings and the philosophy of Mahima Dharma remain 
a vital source of inspiration and guidance for contemporary movements 
seeking social justice, environmental sustainability, and spiritual renewal. 
His unwavering commitment to the formless divine, social equality and 
compassion for all beings have made him a powerful symbol of resistance 
against oppression and a champion of the marginalized. As the modern 
world grapples with social, environmental, and spiritual crises, Bhoi’s vision 
offers a timeless and profound path toward personal liberation and collective 
well-being. Mahima Dharma’s emphasis on formless devotion and equality 
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continues to resonate with contemporary seekers who are disillusioned with 
rigid religious hierarchies and looking for a more inclusive and compassionate 
spiritual path. Bhim Bhoi’s legacy, grounded in both spiritual and social 
reform, provides valuable insights into how spirituality can be harnessed as 
a force for positive change in the world. In recognizing the contemporary 
relevance of Bhima Bhoi and Mahima Dharma, it is clear that their teachings 
are not confined to the past but continue to shape and inspire new generations. 
As humanity faces the dual challenges of social inequality and environmental 
degradation, Bhim Bhoi’s call for compassion, humility, and devotion to the 
formless divine remains as pertinent as ever, offering a powerful vision of 
hope and transformation for the future.

Bhima Bhoi’s poetic and philosophical contributions offer us timeless 
wisdom in our ongoing struggles for justice, compassion, and spiritual 
fulfillment. His voice remains a beacon for those who seek to balance spiritual 
devotion with a commitment to social equity, making his teachings as vital 
today as they were over a century ago. The philosophy of Mahima Dharma, as 
articulated through the profound spiritual and poetic contributions of Bhim 
Bhoi, continues to hold relevance and inspire individuals today. Mahima 
Dharma’s core tenets—devotion to the formless divine (Alekh), equality 
for all, rejection of religious orthodoxy, and compassion for the suffering—
present a universal message that transcends the specific cultural and historical 
context of 19th-century Odisha.

Bhima Bhoi’s personal life, marked by adversity and blindness, mirrors 
the experiences of the marginalized people for whom he spoke. His poetry is 
infused with a unique combination of spiritual longing and social conscience, 
calling for both individual spiritual liberation and collective redemption. 
His works, such as Stuti Chintamoni and Bhajanamala, eloquently convey 
his deep devotion to Alekh, while his critiques of caste discrimination and 
ritualistic religion in works like Sruti Nisedha Gita and Brahma Nirupana Gita 
resonate with social reformers of both his time and ours. Bhoi’s legacy as a 
poet-prophet extends beyond the spiritual realm into the spheres of social 
reform and environmental ethics. His call for compassion and equality 
challenges not only caste-based injustices but also the modern-day injustices 
faced by marginalized communities across the world. In an era of ecological 
crisis, Bhima Bhoi’s teachings on non-attachment to material possessions and 
respect for the natural world offer a path toward sustainability and reverence 



Vol. XXV, No. XXVIII, ISSN No. 2347-4777 (Peer-Reviewed, 
Indexed in UGC-CARE list Journal Since 2017 to Feb 2025)  39

The Philosophy of Mahima Dharma

for life in all its forms. Mahima Dharma’s rejection of dogma and institutional 
religion in favor of a direct relationship with the divine anticipates many of 
the critiques of organized religion seen in contemporary spiritual movements. 
Its emphasis on simplicity, ethical living, and spiritual equality provides a 
framework that is as relevant today as it was during Bhima Bhoi’s time. 

Conclusion
In a nutshell, Bhima Bhoi’s work and Mahima Dharma represent not only a 
powerful spiritual tradition but also a potent force for social change. Their 
teachings continue to challenge and inspire those who seek a world free of 
oppression, inequality, and suffering. The poet’s prayer for the salvation of the 
world, even at the cost of his suffering, encapsulates the essence of Mahima 
Dharma: a vision of spirituality that is deeply connected to the well-being of 
humanity as a whole. Bhima Bhoi’s poetic and philosophical contributions 
offer us timeless wisdom in our ongoing struggles for justice, compassion, and 
spiritual fulfillment. His voice remains a beacon for those who seek to balance 
spiritual devotion with a commitment to social equity, making his teachings 
as vital today as they were over a century ago.
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