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From the Editors' Desk

Volume IX of 7%eczjre /#/er#czfz.o#c}/ presents to you, our very dear and
critical  readers,  a plethora  of specialist  papers  from  academics  and
performanceexpertsofnationalandintemationalreputeandrenownfrom
lndiaandabroad,fromtheeastandthewest.Thisprestigiousintemational
joumalisheadedforasame-daydoubleBookreleaseceremony.Firstatthe
inauguralofthe9thworldShakespeareconferenceatKolkatahostedbythe
Shakespeare   Society of Eastern India(SSEI) in collaboration with J#d!.cz#
Co2z#c!./o/C%/j%r¢/Re/aJ!.our(ICCR)onSaturdayJanuary28,2017before
a  packed  audience  of researchers  ,  scholars,  teachers; profess.ors,
performanceartistsgatheredtogetherforthegreatoccasion.Thenagainat
theKo/frojczBoo*Fczz.r2017(KBF)onthesameeveningbeforeadifferent
set  of publishers  ,  book  lovers,  scholars,  critics,  and  theatre  experts
attendingtheKBF(raputedtobetheworld'slargestBookFairintermsof
footfall and books bought) from all over India and abroad.

TheHistoryPlaysofShakespearehasgenerallynothadthesameamount
of critical  attention  or stage   productions  as  the  Bard's  tragedies  and
comedies.  Only  recently  the, world  has  seen  a  revival  of interest  in
Shakespeare's core ten histories and other related historical works. Roman
Paterson, renowned scholar, critic theatre director and Shakespare expert
from the UK brings  his vast experience to  bear on the moot questions
relating to the Bard's Histories in the first TI paper:

What is the special quality of Shakespeare's mastery over this genre, a
geureworkeduponbymanyofhiscontemporarieslikeMarlowe,BenJonson
and the University Wits? The relation between the text   of the Histories
submitted by the author to the Master  of the Revels  for licensing and the
frequentlyalteredperfomancescript;istheBardaTudorpropagandistor
a critical commentator on and re-creator   of the menace, order-disorder
dialectic and ethos of the Elizabethan-Jacobean period ? Are the History
Playstobeseenassingletextsfocusingonaparticularkingoraspirant(s)
to the throne or a series of related plays that comprise a National Epic of
England? The roles of the Percys and the enigma of Falstaff; the relation
6etweenShakespeare'sHistoriesandtheOldandNewHistoricistsandthe
Cultural Materialists.
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Roman   Paterson   addresses   these   questions   and   more   in   his
characteristically witty and wise way to bring fresh light on the Bard and his
and our tumultuous times. Paterson's in-depth explorations of Shakespeare's
Histories is followed by acclaimed translator Protima  Das'  fust-ever Hindi
translation from India of the Prologue and Epilogue ofj7e#ry y. Ms. Das has
established a  special  nicne  for herself through her modem  day Hindi
transcreatiousfromfJ¢m/cfandtheSongsfromShckespeare'splays.Cunently
she is a Research Scholor at the SSEI working on an ambitious project of
translatingaselcctnumberoftheBard'splaysintoHindi,thenationallanguage
of lndia.Ontheanvilishersoon-to-be-publishedbookofHinditranslatiousof
all the Prologues, Epilogues and Choric passages in Shakespeare.

Dr. Tapu Biswas' `Murderers in the Plays of shakespeare' is a brief but
revealing insightful glimpse into assassinations,  murders  and homicidal
violence  in  Early Modern  English    drama  with  special  reference  to
Shakespeare.  Dr.  Biswas has established himself globally as the pioneer
researcher in the reception of Beckett  and the Absurdists in India and the
subcontinent.  He is also  the acknowledged authority on Badal  Sircar in
translation and in performance.  Here Biswas breaks new ground ip his
Shakespearean avatar.

Dr.  Manisha  Sarka.r  provides  a  masterful  de-construction  and
re-construction  of George Lamming's 7lrfee P/eczs"re o/Ex:z./e. Ms.  Sarkar
highlights the Caribbean and African debates over decolonization and the
Prospero-Caliban  relationship in its manifold dimensions. This is a major
outstanding  work  on postcolonial  and  transcultural  questions  in both
Afro-Carib and global contexts.   .

From the  Caribbean  and Africa we travel  `down under' to  colonial
Australia  for  the  emergence  and changing  developments  of `Convict
Theatre'  in  that Penal  settlement.  Swati  Roychowdhury's  thoroughly
documented fascinating study of `Convict  Theatre in Australia' reveals a
hitherto little-known but richly interesting terrain of dram;tic activity in a
Nation with a chequered and controversial history.

YouthfullecturerMs.NiveditaKarmakargivesusafeministreadingof
Gertrude and Ophelia where she constructs a sprited defence of the two
complex and controversial much-maligned women in j7¢"/ef. Karmakar
studies both texts  and performance  to provide new insights  (through  a
valuable interview with theatre director and actor Amitava Roy) into not
onlyShakespeare'sffczm/e/butalsoitslndianavatar-BratyaBasu'sBangla
app[opriationHemlat,PrinceOfGaranhata(2006).
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Ms. Lopamudra Dey, research scholar from Rabindra Bharati University,
Kolkata, enters the domain of critical battles  between Feminists, Nco-His-
toricists and Cultural Modernists to reveal her own critical perspectives on
`Bonds of Love' and `Bonds of Labour' in Shakespeare's 714e rempes/.

Dr. Sujato Ghosh explores in detail the problems of identity, alienation,and
miscommunication  in  Edward Albee's  Zoo  Sfor)/,  perhaps  the  most
produced American play by by Campus theatre groups both in the USA and
India.

Panchanan Halder currently Asst. Professor in a West Bengal College
carries on the tradition of outstanding blind scholars (mainly from Jadavpur
University, Kolkata) which Bengal seems to regularly produce. Perhaps the
most outstanding among them is the much-awarded  Dr. Somnath Paul (a
recently retired Head ofDeptt. In English of a premierKolkata College) who
has  authored  many  acclaimed books  and papers  including  a  massive
definitive bibliographical Ph. D. Thesis on Faulkner and has also featured in
previous issues of the Journal.

Panchanan Halder approacbes Mahesh Dattani's acclaimed play Seve#
Sfeps ,4rozt#d ffee Fz.re from the twin perspectives of Subaltern Studies and
Marginality theories.  This excellent paper is ultimately about the social
responsibility of the playwright and goes beyond the text in question. Here
Halder introduces us   to  tbe  latest confessional,  semi-autobiographical
testimonies of `the third gender'  (usually labelled as Hijras/ Eunuchs in
India or more sophisticated as transgenders) who are fast breaking out of
their  `invisibility' the world over as also  in India.  Halder's  is not just a
critical work on a playtext but a polemical and courageous manifesto for
`Human   Rights'  for the  ``Hijras'  living  out embattled  existences  in a

unfeeling, hostile, oppressive heteronormative patriarchal system.

In IVwr /cz¢cz#, Laki Molla makes a comparative estimate of one of the
most enigmatic personages in Indian history of the Mughal Period - the
Queen Nur Jahan beloved of princes and Kings who ultimately belonged to
neither husbands nor lovers. Molla highlights the depiction ofNur Jahan in
Indian novel and drama and reveals how history is fictionalised and fiction
historicized when appropriated by forms of literature.

Wishing you all a good read

AmitavaRoy&AntonyJohae
For the Editors
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